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Has Congress (or 
others)* specifically 

prohibited what 
you want to do? 
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You're in the yellow zone!  To use 
the appropriated funds as intended

you must demonstrate a nexus to 
one of your agency's designated 

functions.  The greater the nexus to
that function and/or the greater the

importance of that function, the 
more likely it is you have a 

"necessary expense" and are using
your funds for a valid purpose. 
Organic Legislation
Appropriation Act 
Authorization Act 
Legislative History 
* GAO 
Stop! – 
ou're in the 

d zone
y

re ! 
YES
Organic Legislation 
Appropriation Act 
Authorization Act 
Legislative History 
* GAO 
* Agency Regulation 
Prohibited how long?
, 

 
 

 


	Appendix - Purpose Flowchart

